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National Evaluation Policy Narratives: The Happening of Kenya’s National Evaluation Policy
	[bookmark: _Hlk159320392][bookmark: _Hlk162699519][bookmark: _Hlk159320429]           This abstract is part of my Doctor of Philosophy dissertation research whose purpose is to investigate the dynamics of Kenya’s national evaluation policy processes and their potential impacts on evaluation capacity building and utilization. The study explains how national evaluation policy happens by analyzing the policy subsystem dynamics that either facilitate or derail national evaluation policy design and use. Likewise, the research assesses stakeholder shadow interests and power plays between different policy actors, and impending conflicts from divergent interests and agendas. The hoped-for utility of this study is an enhanced capacity to do and use evaluation for better decision-making and responsiveness to Africa’s development needs. Further, a robust national evaluation policy (NEP) can potentially strengthen the national evaluation ecosystem and facilitate its integration into public policy learning and decision-making structures.
[bookmark: _Hlk162699926][bookmark: _Hlk159322565]           The demand for stronger and more effective national evaluation systems is on the rise in Africa. This rising demand responds to the increasing need for evidence-based decision making, accountability, and learning, specifically in governments (Fraser & Morkel, 2020). As such, African governments increasingly employ monitoring and evaluation as a means to good governance, responsive leadership, and inclusivity even in the wake of public sector reforms (Kanyamuna et al., 2020) and to address the "ever-rising expectation from ordinary citizens" (Makadzange, 2022, p. 1). Further emphasis is placed on the need for stronger and resilient national evaluation systems that help inform policy and development outcomes and ultimately change the world (Independent Evaluation Office of UNDP, 2022). The strengthened systems ideally and ultimately lead to better governance, accountability, evidence-based decision-making, transparency, accountability, and stakeholder empowerment (Chirau et al., 2022; Dlakavu et al., 2021).
           The ultimate purpose of this study is to define how national evaluation policies happen and the potential effects on national evaluation capacities. Specific to this abstract, my discussions will be around the dissertation’s first objective that answers how the Kenya National Monitoring and Evaluation Policy come to be; considering the following two sub-components: (i) discussing the role of international forces in Kenya’s M&E policy agenda-setting and (ii) identifying the M&E policy sub-groups narratives that drove in Kenya’s evaluation policy agenda and whether some agendas could be at cross-purpose. I am in the initial stages of data collection and could have insights for rich discussions during the conference in Beijing, China.
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