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	Abstract text

	Description
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes the critical role of evaluation in achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs). To contribute to this agenda, the United Nations General Assembly passed two milestone resolutions on "Building capacity for the evaluation of development activities at the country level" on 19 December 2014 and recently, on Country-led evaluation with the April 2023 resolution.
Legislative institutions are central in national governance, playing a crucial role in strengthening and advancing national evaluation systems. Their influence in shaping policies and allocating resources underscores their critical importance on the effectiveness and accountability of the national evaluation ecosystem, thus holding the potential to significantly contribute to evidence-based policymaking and sustainable development goals.
Objectives
This event aims to provide participants on the pivotal role that Parliamentarians can play in driving the evaluation agenda, emphasizing their unique abilities in policymaking, resource allocation, and oversight functions, including in the implementation of evaluation initiatives. The session will highlight diverse country experiences and showcase successful establishment of an evaluation ecosystem and an evaluation culture within the public sector. The event will facilitate the sharing of reflections, lessons learned, and progress made in NECD, addressing key challenges and opportunities in various countries’ context.

Example of key topics addressed during this session:
· The role of legislative bodies in advancing the evaluation agenda;
· Diverse experiences in formulating national evaluation policies and other evaluation legislative acts;
· Leveraging evaluation for accountability, learning, and its role in enhanced policy making and evidence-based decision-making;
· Best practices for building sustainable evaluation systems;
· Reflections on advancing the evaluation agenda in various countries;
· The use of evaluation for result-based and child-sensitive budgeting;
· Major capacity needs and gaps in different countries;
· The importance of M&E units in Parliament to enhance oversight functions;
· Strategies for engaging interested parties in the evaluation agenda (civil society, private sector);
· Innovative approaches to integrating evaluation into national governance frameworks;
· The role of the Global Parliamentarian Forum for Evaluation;
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