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Kenya has made significant progress in developing its national evaluation capacity since the early
2000s. In 2004, Kenya launched its National Integrated Monitoring and Evaluation System
(NIMES) with the establishment of the Monitoring and Evaluation Directorate (MED) in the
Ministry of Planning and National Development. This system is used to track implementation
progress of the Kenya Vision 2030 and County Integrated Development Plans (CIDPs). A national
M&E Policy was approved in 2012, and a revised version was tabled and approved in 2022. The
United Nations agencies, particularly UNDP and UNICEF, played an important role in the




development of Kenya's national evaluation systems alongside other development partners. On
the backdrop of the recently rejected Financial Bill in Kenya, in July 2024, following weeks of
protests against over-taxation, the Government has decided to cut all funding for the Monitoring
and Evaluation (M&E) function in the recent budget cuts and instructed accounting officers to
eliminate the budget allocations for Monitoring and Evaluation. This move is likely to have
significant negative impacts. M&E is critical for tracking the implementation and impact of
development programs and policies, including the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Without dedicated resources for M&E, the government will lack the data and evidence needed
to make informed decisions and ensure accountability. This could undermine Kenya's progress
in building a robust national evaluation capacity, which has been supported by UN agencies and
other partners over the past two decades. Cutting M&E funding risks weakening the country's
ability to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of its development efforts, ultimately hindering
progress towards its national development goals. Against this backdrop, this presentation will
discuss the following aspects of this emerging scenario:

e Why specifically, has the Kenyan government targeted the monitoring and evaluation
function for funding cut?

e How will the elimination of M&E funding impact Kenya's ability to track progress on the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and national development plans?

e What steps can the Kenyan government take to rebuild a robust national evaluation
capacity in light of these budget cuts, with support from development partners and civil
society?

e What role can the Academia and Civil Society Organization play in the Kenyan context in
this emerging environment?




